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Performance notes

Endecaphony

Federico Garcia

vibraphone (vib) and xylophone (xylo) string quartet (vl I, vl II, vla, vc)
harp (arpa) - the lowest d tuned to d

piano (pno)

Starting with letter D, the conductor gives numeric cues to indicate measure changes. Apart from this, no
pulse coordination is to be sought. The instruments should obscure each other and blend in a homogenous
and continuous stream of sound, and no particular element at all (trills, grace notes, or rests) is to stand out.
Standard notation and ryhtm are resumed at letter G.

At P, the winds, piano, harp, and vibraphone play their repetitions independently, without seeking any beat
or tempo coordination. At the appropriate numeric cues, they finish their current repetition and move on to
the next material. P1 and P3 concern the flute, oboe, clarinet, and vibraphone; P2 concerns the bassoon, harp,
and piano; P4 applies to all. The strings continue to play metrically throughout P. Standard notation and
rhythm are resumed at the Andante tranquilo.

A slashed beam is to be played as fast as possible.

The vibraphone is to be played with marimba yarn mallets, and the xylophone with plastic mallets.

score in c

cal”2

Program Note

Endecaphony was written in Pittsburgh in 2007, for premiere in the in-
augural concert series of Alia Musica Pittsburgh. Originally com-
posed as a a nonet, it was revised soon after its premiere to include a
full string quartet. The title reflects the eleven instrumentalists that
the revised version requires.

The piece moves from a dark opening featuring a ‘melody’ com-
posed of two oscillating tones. Other tones are at first discovered and
underlined, later simply added to a growing, still oscillating cluster.
The resulting climax leads to a melodic statement that immediately
opens the second section of the piece. Here, spasmodic events occur
over a ticking pulse that steadily gains in power, eventually becoming
an insistent assertion by the full string quartet. The rest of the
ensemble rebels into full rhythmic independence, and drives the piece
to the woodwind chorale that establishes the tranquility of the end.
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